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The Ecological Restoration Institute

The Ecological Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona University is
a pioneer in researching, implementing, and monitoring ecological
restoration of southwestern ponderosa pine forests. These forests
have been significantly altered over the last century, with decreased
ecological and recreational values, near-elimination of natural
low-intensity fire regimes, and greatly increased risk of large-scale
fires. The ERI is working with public agencies and other partners to
restore these forests to a more ecologically healthy condition and
trajectory—in the process helping to significantly reduce the threat
of catastrophic wildfire and its effects on human, animal, and plant
communities.
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Cover photo: Large fires, such as the 2002 Rodeo-Chediski—here in 
its early stages—quickly release huge quantities of 
stored carbon into the atmosphere. Ecologically-
guided thinning lowers the incidence, size, and 
intensity of such fires. 
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